NV1T SK 
By Dan Brown W1DAN (widan@arrl.net) 


On December 22, longtime 
Wellesley Amateur Radio 
Society member and past 
treasurer Jerry Driscoll NV1T 
passed away. He was 93 and 
one-half years old. Jerry is 
survived by his wife Kathy, 
seven children (two are hams), 
seventeen grandchildren (one is 
a ham) and four great-grandchildren. 


According to the Boston Globe obituary for 
Saturday December 24, 


“Gerard was a retired Postal Superintendent 
for Needham Heights, Needham, and 
Brookline. WWII Navy Air Corps Veteran. 
Longtime usher and parishioner of St. 
Joseph's Church, Needham.” 


Elaine KB1IBF sent a sympathy card from our 
group to Kathy and the family. At our January 
meeting, we will have a vote to make a donation in 
NV1T’s honor. We will choose to either donate 
$100.00 to his church, or a $250.00 ARRL terrace 
brick-or both! The funds can come from either 
private donations, or from the club treasury. 


| first met Jerry when | became a WARS member in 
the early 1990’s. He was already a veteran of the 
club and a board member of our group. | would like 
to share some of his personal history with you. 


Gerard Driscoll was born in June of 1918 in the 
Mission Hill section of Roxbury, Massachusetts. 


When he was 7, the family moved 
to Natick where his father owned 
a gas station and was a 
mechanic. When Jerry was 12, his 
father passed away in 1931. Jerry 
became the surrogate father 
working and helping to raise his 
younger brothers and sisters. 


After graduating from Natick high school, Jerry 
started working for the post office and entered 
Bentley College but 
then joined the Naval x 
Air Force. He graduated 

from flight prep school 
in 1943 and became a 
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navigator (and pilot), stationed in the south pacific. 
During the war Jerry was a 
navigator for the south pacific 
utility unit VJ Squadron 7 and 
was proud of his role of being 
part of the crew flying the 
Naval Air commander of the 
pacific navy, vice admiral 
Aubrey Fitch, around the 
pacific theatre. 


After the war, Jerry returned to college 
(night school) and work as a mailman. 
After graduating 2 

in accounting, 
he eventually 
became the 
superintendent 
of the Needham Heights 
post office. Jerry then 
managed the Needham and 
later Brookline post offices. According to his 
daughter, 


‘While a letter carrier on his Needham route, Jerry 
met, courted and married his sweetheart Kathleen 
Goodwin. His children have long loved being able 

to tell folks that their mother married the mailman!” 


While ae nis Sree ae Suleyed fishing, 

Nae re - hunting and 
vacation 
escapes to 
Cape Cod, 
New 
Hampshire 
and Maine. 
He enjoyed 
fishing, 
hunting and woodworking; and was an active 
parishioner at St. Joseph’s church in Needham for 
many years, usually walking the two miles from his 
home to church. 


While Jerry loved to walk around Needham, he did 
not sit still. After retiring from the post office in the 
late 1980's, he took a job as a bus-driver, worked 
for H&R Block and finally was a bookkeeper for 
Center Automotive. Jerry loved to read, was an 
avid Red Sox fan, took classes at college for 
entertainment and eventually joined the ranks of 
amateur radio. During the 1980’s Jerry became a 
very active ham, first with the call KA1OOO. An 
avid CW man, he grew sick of this call as it took too 
much time to send. Jerry had it changed to NV1T 
and became an Extra class licensee. 


Gerard Driscoll was initially licensed as KA1000 in 
1986, from a Needham adult education course 
taught by Larry WA1FRK and others at Needham 
High School. Jerry changed his call to NV1T in 
1989 and became an Extra class ham. During this 
time, he became involved with WARS and a group 
called the Troubadours. 
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The Troubadours received their name by WARS 
member Harry McDade W1LMU after a restaurant 
in West Newton where this small group initially met 
in the early 1990s. | met Harry, Roger K1MBxX, Bill 
WA1VAV, Jack N1TPU, Norris KD1PA, Neal 
K1NDF and his father Perry, Howard WA1CFX, 
John K1MWK, Ted W1FFO, and of course Jerry. 
The group would meet evenings on 29.550 FM for 
lively conversation, and a bi-yearly dinner. 
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“Jerry at his basement station tuning a TS940 


Harry invited me toa WARS meeting, and | 
eventually attended. | remember visiting the club 


Jerry (middle) with Arline W1LIO at Field day 1997 
(N1ICQ photo) 
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station at Babson and attending the WARS flea 
market in the early 1990s. 


Jerry was a very active ham both at home and with 
WARS. Becoming an ARRL VEC, under the club 

leadership of Roger W1EOA, Jerry assisted Arline 
WLIO, Harry W1LMU and others with ham 
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classes, which was a good source of future club 
members. NV1T also volunteered as a QSL card 
sorter for the ARRL. Jerry also organized the 
construction of beginner kits as a club activity. At 
home in his basement shack, Jerry ran mostly CW 
on 20 meters using a Kenwood TS940-a top rig in 
the 1990s (the club also had one), Ameritron AL-80 
amp, a vertical and a hex-beam. NV1T also 
enjoyed QRP with a Heath HW7. He also used 
digital modes such as packet, and earned WAC 
and WAS awards. 


Succeeding Barbara N1ICQ as the treasurer of the 
club, Jerry kept detailed notes on our financial 
activities and assisted in club events. With Jack 
N1TPU, Jerry kept up the Field Day generator, 
often delivering it to the site and keeping it running. 


Upon his passing, | received the following 
comments from WARS members: 


Tom WA1UMA: 


He was the single most influence on me joining 
WARS and | have always respected his 
friendliness and enthusiasm for our hobby.... 
Tom 


Tom N1CPE: 


I'm so sad to read the note below of Gerry's 
passing. Gerry was a really sweet guy, and just 
couldn't say no to any project or request we had 
from storing club equipment to making the trip to 
Mt Equinox, to helping to teach one or more of our 
radio license classes. And then there were field 
days, where for a few years he just walked over to 
help put up antennas or tents and operate, 
especially CW. 


I'll always remember Gerry as a very strong man. 
His physical strength was a surprise to me, and | 
think others too, but | guess it shouldn't have been 
a surprise. | hadn't see Gerry in a few years, as | 
know he was failing, but I'll always remember his 
smile, wit, and happy demeanor. 

Tom K (N1CPE) 


Elaine KB1IBF: 


This is so very sad - Jerry was such a great guy 
who lived a long, good life. I've missed him on the 
net and at the meetings as he stayed true to his 
ham radio interest for so long. 

Elaine (KB1IBF) 


Jack N1TPU: 


| first met Gerry when | first joined the Wellesley 
Amateur Radio Club. At the time | did not have my 
General license and when | took it at Wellesley 
Gerry was one of the persons who corrected my 
test for general. Gerry lived in Needham as do I, 
so | started to take him to meetings; this started a 
long friendship that | enjoyed with him at meetings 
and on a personal level. | also took him and Ted 
Hale W1FFO to the Troubadours dinners at the 
Chateau in Waltham where we enjoyed a time 
with 10 or 12 other hams. | also had great QSOs 
with Gerry on the Wellesley and Needham nets. 
On weekends that the Field Day fell on, Gerry and 
| would start working on the generator days before 
the start date of the Field Day when it was stored 
in my garage. That would follow by taking my 
truck to Gerry's house to pick up the poles and 


equipment stored at his house for Field Day. 


Gerry was a very religious man, it used to hurt him 
to walk but he would walk every weekday from 
Needham Heights where he worked to St. Joseph 
Church in Needham Center for the 9AM Mass. 
When Gerry could no longer get out for meetings | 
missed his being there. | will miss him as we miss 
all silent keys. May he rest in peace. 
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Gerard A. Driscoll 
Norfolk County 


101 Whiting Way Needham, Massachusetts 02192 


A more recent NV1T QSL card 


Jerry loved to laugh and tell stories. Bill WA1VAV 
does not remember any time when Jerry became 
angry or talked back with anyone. 


NV1T’s Hex Beam antenna 


NV1T has not been on the air for many years, and 
is now a Silent Key. A very devoted family man to 
his mother and wife, and quietly a member of 
America’s Greatest Generation, | am happy to have 
known Jerry. | often enjoyed his laugh and the 
phrase he always would enunciate when he liked 
something: “Grand, Just Grand!” 


Thanks to Jerry’s wife Kathy, daughter Maureen, 
son Dennis N1RDN, Bill WA1VAV, Jack N1TPU 
and Roger K1MBX, Barb N1ICQ and Larry 
WA(1FRK for help with this article. 


